[Clinical analysis on 127 cases of fungemia in Fukuoka University Hospital between 1984 and 1994].
A clinical analysis on 127 cases out of 140 cases presenting with fungemia at Fukuoka University Hospital between 1984 and 1994 was done. The number of the positive blood cultures during the same period was 1188 and the rate of fungemia was 11.8%. The rates generally increased in recent years, 9.0% (1984-1986), 10.2% (1987-1989) and 13.6% (1990-1994), but decreased after 1992. C. albicans has shown a tendency to decrease while C. parapsilosis and C. glabrata have increased in recent years thus suggesting the effect of the prevalence of intravenous hyperalimentation (IVH) and azole antifungal agents. Only 3.9% of the fungemia were preceded by bacteremia. In addition to the known risk factors for fungemia such as IVH (89.0%) and the antibacterial agents, H2-receptor antagonists were used in 58.3% of the cases. 14 cases of the fungemia were observed during the prophylactic use of antifungal drugs. Therefore, fungemia should always be kept in mind regarding the differential diagnosis for bacteremia when an indwelling venous catheter is used. The prompt extubation of the catheter in addition to the adjustment of the dosage of antifungal drugs in response to the status of the host defense system are thus considered to be important in the treatment of fungemia.